Taking Your New Puppy Home.
What You Need to Know.

First:

Your puppy has been seen by our vet and passed a complete well baby check
up. It is very important that you take your new puppy to your vet within 72 hours
of picking up your puppy for a second well puppy check up by your vet.
Your puppy has been wormed 3-4 times prior to going home. Please take your
puppies health records that we will provide you to your vet for their review.
Your puppy has also received his/her first vaccination. Again, please take your
Puppies health records with you when you go to your vet for the first time. Your
vet will Instruct you of the proper vaccination protocol & will book a follow up apt.
Your puppy has been micro-chipped with an AKC Reunite microchip. It is very
Important to register you as the owner of the puppy in the unfortunate event that
your dog should come up missing. For this reason as the breeder we will complete
the AKC paperwork which includes the registration of the microchip prior to you
leaving with your new puppy.
Following a European tradition with each litter we either have the registered names
all start with a particular letter of the alphabet or designate a theme for the litter
names. We will let you know the letter or theme of the registered names for your
Litter.
I often use the name of songs: http://www.songfacts.com/browse-song-x-1.php

Importance of Nutrition
What you feed your puppy –
dog will directly impact
the longevity of your dog
as well as the quality of life
your dog experiences in
his/her life time. Make
sure you feed a high quality,
food!
We have tried all sorts of dog foods from really expensive to Costco grain free. The
issue that we keep dealing with is puppies front paws developing what they call
easty/westy. Easty/westy is when the puppies front paws turn dramatically
outward away from each other. After tons of research what I’m finding is that if this
begins to occur you need cut the food intake immediately and start giving vitamin C
500 mg 2 x a day. Make sure that it does not have xyloital in it. It usually takes
about 7-14 days for the feet to straighten back out. Once they do you can increase
the food again.
Your puppy must like their food! If they don’t like it they will not eat it and will
not develop properly. Dogs are not like humans. If they don’t like it they are NOT
going to eat it. You will need to switch their food. Even if you just bought a brand
new expensive bag of food. Their nutrition is extremely important. Some dogs are
picky eaters. It is your responsibility to find some thing that they will eat. If you are
adopting a male puppy, your pup will end up weighing between 75-80 pounds by
age 2, a girl will weigh between 63-73 depending upon who the parents are.
Your puppy is currently being fed Life’s Abundance All Life Stage kibble & Life’s
Abundance Pork & Venison wet canned food. Typically at 8 weeks of age your
puppy will need to eat 3 times per day. I would start with ¾-1 of a cup morning,
noon & night. Your puppy will soon be up to about 1 1/2 cups in the morning and 1
½ cups in the evening. Once they are done growing you may need to cut them back
to 1 cup am and pm. Always be sure to soak the dry kibble with warm water. Dry
kibble can cause choking & bloat! Regulating their grown for the first year is
extremely important! Easty/westy is preventable!

Supplementation Is Important! I give all of my
dogs NuVet Vitamins daily. Puppies have
immune deficiencies and NuVet wafers help
boost immune. You can order them off of our
Website or you can call 800-474-7044 and give
Them our code ID# 78537 they will give you our
Discounted pricing. If you opt to get on an autoShip you will receive a discounted price.
I also give all of my puppies NuJoint Plus
until 2 years of age. It has buffered vitamin
C and other supplements that aide in proper
bone development. If you choose not to
give NuJoint I would highly recommend
giving Vitamin C and Glucosamine.
Both NuVet and NuJoint are flavored wafers
that the dogs love!

In addition I recommend the following supplements:
MCT Oil
When your dog is older and has a coat: Doc Roy makes a product
Called Derma Coat. It is nothing less than amazing! I give it to
All the dogs that live with me. Most of my guardian parents have
Their dogs on it as well as it helps make their coat lush and eases
The shedding.

Feeding a high quality – nutritious food:

There are several good foods out there made by various companies. When your
puppy first comes home he/she will be used Life’s Abundance All Life Stage. Please
do not order the grain free or the puppy kibble. These puppies are doing great on
the All Life’s Stage kibble & pork & venison wet canned food.

For additional information on this food please visit their
website at:
Life’s Abundance offers a high quality, corn free, human grade meat, preservative
free dog food. Not all dog foods will do well with each dog. Some dogs do great on
the grain free but some do better on the grain. With all the new information I prefer
to try the kibble with grain first. If you dog over time develops a yeast infection or
chronic ear infections or persistently loose stools I would recommend switching to
Farmina White Fish and Pumpkin. These symptoms are usually associated with
chicken allergies.
PLEASE be sure to soak dry kibble in hot water for a few minutes before feeding! It
will help minimize the potential of your puppy/dog bloating and or choking. This is
something that should be done forever not just as a puppy. As I’m re-writing this
manual this issue is very fresh in our minds and heart. We were just notified that
one of our puppies that went home last week choked to death on a kibble. The
owners were using dry kibble as training treats and not soaking it. Training treats
are nice and soft and a safer option for training.
If you decide to switch food PLEASE do it slowly over the period of two weeks is
possible. Start out by reducing their normal feed by ¼ c and adding ¼ c of the new
food in. Do this for a few days, make sure there is no vomiting or loose stools. If
everything appears okay then decrease the normal food by ½ c and increase the new
food by ½ c. Monitor for a few days. Then do the same with ¾ c for a few days and
then completely make the switch. This process should take a week and half to two
weeks. But please do not start this process until week four.
Whatever food you feed PLEASE be sure to use a high quality, corn free product. You
will spend a little more on food but in the long run you will reduce the risk of cancer
and other health issues.

EXERCISE AND PLAYTIME:
Another item that will have a long term effect on your dogs overall health is exercise.
Just like humans dogs NEED proper exercise for mental and physical balance.
In the beginning…. Have play time fetching. It is very important to play fetch with
your puppy. Your puppy is a retriever! He/she should be fetching and bringing the
toy back to you. Get some soft HEALTHY treats for rewards. Life’s Abundance has a
soft chewy treat that is great for training rewards and they are healthy too! So many
dog treats have garbage in them! Use healthy, soft treats to work with your puppy.
Crunchy, hard treats take too long for the puppies to chew up and most the time they
are trying to get the crumbs instead of paying attention to you to see what you want
to do next. Please NEVER feed nylabones. Go to Youtube and see how Nylabones are
made. The are dangerous for our dogs and toxic at best.
It is not advisable to use a Chuckit… it will cause your puppy to run too fast/too far…
not good for their hips. You want your puppy free running and having fun
Just not going the distance that this will take your puppy.
Please reframe from running with your puppy until their growth
plates are done… usually age two. Proper exercise and proper
weight management will ensure a healthier, longer life and play &
or exercise is time for bonding with your pup. Enjoy!
Spend the time and work with your puppy… take the time to
develop their minds you will have a happy dog that is bonded with you.
Puppies have tiny, sharp teeth that have a tendency to like to chew! Make sure you
have plenty of chew toys and good options for them. Kong carries a great line of toys
that will keep your pup entertained for hours and will also make them think. Do not
allow your pup to chew on furniture or your kids ankles. J Puppies need boundaries
the quicker you set them the quicker you will successfully make it through the puppy
stage!

Pet Insurance: I can’t emphasize the importance of
pet insurance enough!
Pet insurance is wonderful it’s there for the unexpected. I recommend
Everyone to have pet insurance especially for the first year. My breeding dogs
Are all on Nationwide. I love their wellness program. They have different
Levels but that is the one that I keep my girls on.

Pet insurance offers you reassurance that anything a vet can do for
Your dog will be done as they can bill the insurance company and
Know that they will be paid!
Recently one of my puppies that went home ate a sock.
Actually 2 socks. The family had tied two socks together for a chew toy.
Well the dog ate it after playing with it for a couple of hours.
They took the pup to the local vet and then called me when they found out
What had happened. Their vet wanted $7300 to do surgery to remove it.
I sent them to Dr. Weber in Newberg. He did surgery and kept him overnight
And the entire bill was right around $2000. So, if you ever need a vet for
Diagnostic purposes and or surgery. Dr. Weber at Newberg Vet Hospital is
Awesome and will go up and beyond! Just tell him you have a Dana dog.
They offer 24/7 care. If you ever need help getting a hold of a vet in the middle
Of the night please call me! I have my vets cell numbers and will have you
In touch with a vet in minutes.
Newberg Vet Hospital is a bit of a drive for me but so worth it! 503-538-8303.

Potty Training & Crate Training:
Whenever, I am potty training a new puppy I always start with an
enclosed kennel.

I think it makes the puppy feel safer. I also always have
a toy or t-shirt that the pups mom has played with or
worn. The smell will comfort your puppy. The kennel
quickly becomes a safe place that your pup will feel
comfortable in. It’s not a place to put them when you
are upset with them… It needs to be a safe place to
keep them when you can’t watch them or for bed time.
I always have the puppies right next to my bed.
They need to know you are close by.

Usually from about 6 – 8 weeks the puppies are sleeping through the
night without mom. Mind you, they have their littermates to keep
them company but they usually go to bed about 9 pm and get up
around 7 am. They most likely are not going to do this with you as
you will not have them sleeping on shavings. If you have them in a
kennel I would take them potty right before you go to sleep for the
night. For the first couple of weeks you may have to get up and let
them out at night to go potty. If they wake up crying to go out, take
them potty and put them right back in the crate and praise them. You
can even have potty treats.
Your puppy will go potty and or poo within MINUTES of eating.
Feed your puppy, pick them up and take them outside. If possible
Take them to the same outside door every time when taking them
Potty. Take them outside as soon as they start to walk away from
their food dish. If you have a designated area that you would like your
pup to go potty/poo… take them their EVERY time. They are smart and will
catch on very quickly!
By the time my pups turn 6 months I usually change their kennel to a wire
Kennel and put them with the others when it is time for kenneling. Or they
In my bathroom with the big dogs.

Obedience training and socialization: I am a FIRM

believer in puppy socialization and obedience training. Your puppy will
have his/hers first round of shots before they leave our home. Keep up on
the shots at the required times and get your puppies enrolled in puppies
classes! The social development is SO important especially if you have an
“only” pup. Ensuring that you have a well trained puppy will equate to a
long lasting bond with you and your grown dog. If you are local to our
area Man’s Best Friend in Battle Ground does an excellent job in puppy
training!!
As a breeder we breed for:
Temperament * Disposition *Structure * Genetics *Beauty
We do all the genetic health testing we can to ensure we are going to
create the healthiest companion that we can. Breeding for temperament
and disposition is 90% of the long term compatibility issues. If as a
breeder we’ve done our job we’ve also selected HUMANS for our pups
that will create a loving, nurturing environment that will incorporate
training. We’ve done everything we know how to do to create an
awesome life companion for you. It’s now YOUR job to do right by you
and this puppy. PLEASE take your puppy to obedience classes and
socialize the heck out of your puppy. You will create a well balanced
happy dog.
From this time forward the mental stability of your puppy/dog will be
dependent upon your interaction or lack there of with you pup. At this
point it becomes human success or error! Take the time with your puppy
to create something spectacular!
Many of our families get to know one another and end up taking their
Pups to Man’s Best Friend at the same time for training. Shannon Walker
The owner of MBF also trains the police dogs in SW WA & OR as well as
Service dogs for veterans through Northwest Battle Buddies. She is
Fantastic! She trains about 30 dogs a year for us and our families.

Spay/neuter is VERY controversial!
Our puppy contract stipulates
spay or neuter with limited AKC registration
at 12 -24 months. Your vet is going to try and
persuade you to spay/neuter starting around
4-6 months of age. Per your contract you need
to wait until at least 12 months of age.
Your puppies growth plates are not complete
until age 24 months!
Please educate yourself
on this topic by reading the study put out in
2013 by US Davis regarding spay/neutering of
your GOLDEN RETRIEVER. This was a study done specifically on
Golden’s. Arm yourself with knowledge because your vet is pro
spay/neuter! They have good intentions most of the time. They are
trying to help prevent unwanted pregnancies. But as a responsible
pet owner you owe it to your dog to protect your dog from
unwanted, dangerous situations while at the same time allowing
their growth plates to fully develop. There is nothing that we
can do that is full proof in avoiding cancer or genetic issues but if
spaying and neutering at a later date helps to reduce the likelihood
of a agonizing death before their destined time, I believe we owe
it to our dogs.
Study by US Davis:
http://news.ucdavis.edu/search/news_detail.lasso?id=10498

DISEASES: You puppies are not fully immunized when you take them
home! At the time your puppy goes home with you it will have received it’s first round of vaccinations. Parvo is a deadly threat to your
pup and is one of many things that can be deadly. Do not take
your puppy to the dog park, pet store or anywhere else in public
until your puppy is fully vaccinated!

Join us on Facebook

@https://www.facebook.com/MoonlitGoldenRetrievers
We LOVE seeing photos of our dogs online with their families! Connect up - there are
groups in the Portland area and especially in the Seattle area that have Moonlit Acre play
dates. It’s a great way to socialize your pup with someone they already know and love!
If you ever have questions PLEASE feel free to pick up the phone and call or email. We
always have lots of communication with every puppy family prior to the puppies going
home. Please keep the communication coming - share your experience with us.
PLEASE inform us if you ever have a genetic or inherit issue with your pup. Your puppies
health is vital to our breeding program. If we are unaware of a potential issue we have
no way of knowing that we may need to re-evaluate our breeding program.
Also, another fun website: www.K9Data.com
You can load your puppies pedigree and a photo! All of our dogs are already entered on
K9Data so it makes it simple for you to create a link for your puppy. You can update you
puppies photo throughout time by adding a photo to www.PhotoBucket.com. You can
setup a free account if you do not already have one. This website helps with gathering
genetic gene information! You can also check out photos and vital health information of
all the dogs in your pups pedigree.

Wishing you years of happiness and health….
Please take care of our babies J
Please call with any questions or concerns or if your dog ever develops a disease.
Your feedback is the only way we are able to monitor our breeding program

Moonlit Acres

Dana Logan
360-980-1926
18826 NE 127th Circle
Brush Prairie, WA 98606
www.MoonlitAcres.com
dana@danalogan.com

